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Refining Your Search

 

Techniques to focus or expand your search to get the results you need

 

 

I. Use logical (aka Boolean) operators (

and, or, not

) to connect your key search terms. 

 

 

x

 AND 

y

  

 

finds records that contain 

both

 words only

 

AND

 

focuses

 or 

nar

rows

 your search by excluding anything not 

containing all the words. It finds 

fewer

 records than searching either word alone. 

 

 

 

x

 OR 

y

  

 

finds records that have 

either

 word

 

OR

 

expands

 or 

broadens

 your search by finding ANY of the words. 

You will get 

more

 records than searching any of the words alone. 

 

 

 

x

 NOT 

y

  

 

excludes records that contain the second word even if they have the 

first one

 

NOT

 

focuses

 or 

narrows

 your search by excluding words. It finds 

fewer

 

records than using one term alone.

 

 

 

 

II. Use 

‘limiters’ offered by the database.

 

Some examples of limiters include:

 

$

 

Year(s) of publication

 

$

 

Type of material

 

$

 

Peer reviewed materials only

 

$

 

Language of publication

 

$

 

Full text only

 

$

 

Truncation (e.g., 

comput*

 retrieves 

computer

, 

computing

)

 

$

 

Wildcards (r

eplace unknown 

characters with a ? e.g., 

wom?n

 

retrieves 

woman

, 

women

)

 

 


Notes taken from Valery King’s Instruction handouts.
