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OSU Libraries’ Robert Lundeen Library Faculty 
Development Award  

APPLICATION 
 
 
Date of Application  March 15, 2011 
 
 
Title of Proposal  Oral History Training 
 
 
Expected Length of Activity Five days 
 
 
Total Funds Requested $1,423 
 
 
Primary Applicant 
     Name: Chris Petersen 
 
     Academic Rank and Working Title: Faculty Research Assistant 
 
    Campus Mail Address: Special Collections, 121 The Valley Library 
 
    Telephone and E-mail Address: (541) 737-2810; chris.petersen@oregonstate.edu     
 
 
Co-Applicant(s) 
    None 
  
Summary & Rationale (2-3 paragraphs)  
The conducting of oral history interviews is a key activity for many academic archives and special 
collections.  Currently OSU Libraries does not have included among its staff an individual who has 
recently received specific training in the techniques and responsibilities associated with oral history 
work.  Both Special Collections and University Archives have identified a number of compelling 
opportunities for oral history inquiry that would boost the intellectual content of our collections and be of 
great benefit to future researchers.  
 
My intent with this proposal is to acquire and disseminate the tools needed to conduct oral history 
interviews in a professional and fully compliant manner, with a broader goal of initiating an oral history 
program within OSU Libraries.  Specifically, I hope to use Lundeen funds to attend the “Catching 
Stories” Oral History Institute, an intensive three day training opportunity sponsored by the Ohio 
Humanities Council and held at Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio from June 7-9, 2011.  While 
seemingly a long distance to travel for a training session, the “Catching Stories” program is actually less 
expensive than are comparative institutes on the west coast, even when factoring in the cost of travel.  
In addition, the timing of the institute in early June is attractive in that it would allow for substantial 
progress on local oral history interviews to be made over the course of Summer 2011. 
 
I am also including in this proposal a small funding request meant to support at trip to Vancouver, 
Washington for purposes of interview Cheryl Pauling, granddaughter to Linus Pauling. 
 
 
Goals & Expected outcomes  
Having obtained formal training in oral history, it is my initial intent to interview as many people as 
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possible who have had a close association with Linus Pauling.  Chief among these individuals is Linus 
Pauling Jr., who has already agreed to participate in what is anticipated to be a lengthy oral history 
process.  Linus Pauling, Jr. is 86-years old and lives in Hawaii, so a separate funding request will be 
required before action can be taken towards interviewing him.  Likewise, his sister Linda Pauling Kamb, 
age 78 and based in Pasadena, California, stands out as an intriguing interview candidate.  
 
Locally, other individuals who have already agreed to participate or who would be likely candidates for 
contact are Linus Pauling Institute administrator Steve Lawson, Head of Special Collections Emeritus 
Cliff Mead, OSU President Emeritus John Byrne, Professor of Chemistry Emeritus Ken Hedberg, and 
Cheryl Pauling, one of Linus Pauling’s many grandchildren, who lives in Vancouver, Washington. 
 
Longer term, it is my hope that these interviews might form the beginning of an oral history program in 
OSU Libraries.  Interviews may be conducted, for example, with the various historians of science who 
have deposited their papers in Special Collections.  Likewise, individuals with representation in 
University Archives, such as prominent OSU alumni and faculty, might also be asked to reflect upon 
their lives and work.  So too might people who have somehow played an important role in the 
development of OSU Libraries. 
 
At minimum, it will be worthwhile to have captured and preserved this information within Special 
Collections or University Archives for use by future scholars.  Given permission to do so, we may 
likewise choose to make certain components of this captured information freely available on the internet.  
Interview transcriptions could be released as PDFs in ScholarsArchive, through CONTENTdm records 
and/or as links from finding aids presented on the Special Collections or University Archives websites.  
We may also choose to make portions of actual sound recordings available through a dedicated website, 
possibly using Omeka, which is now able to support audio files within its exhibit creator. 
 
Methodology & Timeline for completion 
 
June 6-10, 2011: Travel to Ohio, participate in “Catching Stories” Oral History Institute, return to Oregon. 
 
June – July 2011: Based upon information gathered, purchase equipment best suited to conducting oral 
history interviews and prepare groundwork for first interviews with local subjects. (Equipment will likely 
be purchased using Special Collections and University Archives gift funds.)  Prepare separate funding 
request for travel to Hawaii and/or Pasadena.  Ideally, travel to interview Linus Pauling, Jr. would be 
scheduled for Fall 2011 and travel to interview Linda Pauling Kamb would occur within one year. 
 
July – August 2011: Conduct first interviews with local subjects (e.g., Steve Lawson, Cliff Mead and 
possibly Cheryl Pauling) 
 
 
Dissemination plan  
 
Upon the completion of my training, I would be pleased to conduct a seminar on oral history methods for 
interested members of the OSU community (in particular, the Special Collections and University 
Archives staffs). 
 
In the Fall, it may be deemed appropriate to speak about oral history at a session of the OSU Libraries 
In-Service Day.  In addition or as an alternative, as stipulated in the Lundeen Award guidelines, I would 
be happy to deliver a talk as part of the OSU Libraries Faculty Seminar Series, perhaps discussing 
highlights of the time that I propose to spend with Linus Pauling, Jr. 
 
 
Does the proposal require any of the following 
 

 Release time                  yes       no 
o If yes, include signature(s) of person(s) authorized to approve release time  
o If yes, expected hours and covered duties: 5.5 days absence 

 
 Use of Human Subjects yes       no 
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o If yes, attach appropriate university form to the application.  
 
The process of obtaining IRB approval or a determination of exemption from subject protection 
regulations does not have to be completed prior to submitting your grant proposal. However, the 
grant cannot be awarded without evidence that the approval or exemption has been obtained.     

 
 
Budget 
 
Total amount requested from Lundeen Award Fund: $1,423 
 
Travel: 
 
Ohio 
“Catching Stories” Institute registration: $275 (includes room and board for the duration of the Institute) 
Airport shuttle: $85 
Airfare: ~$600 (estimate based upon web survey of airfares conducted in early March 2011) 
Hotel (1 night): $108 (per the OSU Business Affairs locality rate information for the state of Ohio) 
Rental Car (4 days): $215 
Incidental Travel Expenses: $100 
 
Vancouver, Washington (to interview Cheryl Pauling) 
OSU Motor Pool rental and lunch: $40 
 
 
Other Funding Expected (amount and source): 
 
Digital Audio Recorder and Microphone: ~ $600* 
Analog Audio Cassette Recorder: ~ $30* 
Travel to Hawaii (to interview Linus Pauling, Jr.): ~$1,800** 
 
*Both estimates are based upon conversations with colleagues.  It is my hope to obtain more detailed 
information about preferred equipment from the training program in Ohio. 
** Estimate based upon Business Affairs travel information and web-based air fare survey for a randomly 
selected week in mid-October. 
 
Appeals for other funding will be made to library administration once more details are available.  Funding 
for the required audio equipment may be split between the University Archives and Special Collections 
gift fund accounts. 
 
 
 
Signatures of all applicants 
 
 
Other Required Signatures 
(e.g. Release Time Authorization) 
  
 
Appendices CV and Previous Awards 
 
NOTE: Grant proposals are confidential until funding decisions are made.   
 
Form adapted from Librarians Association of the University of California Research Grants Program 
http://www.ucop.edu/lauc/committees/rpd/rescover.doc 


